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flowing style and in an easily digestible format. It contains a
good deal of useful information, bringing together the
principlesofadvancedlifesupport,andaguidetothediagnosis
and management of fractures (occupying five of the 15
chapters). The book also encompasses the epidemiology and
control andprevention ofinjury as separate chapters. Thetext
is written from the perspective of individual injuries, and
covers in some detail and in a logical and methodical manner
the cause ofinjury, and assessment and treatment of injured
children. Throughout the book the differential diagnosis of
nonaccidentalinjuryrecurs andtheimportanceofrecognition
of history and pattern of injury is emphasised. There is a
useful section on child abuse and guidance onthepreparation
of medico-legal evidence. The book is comprehensively
illustrated with tables, line drawings and photographs.
However some ofthe subject matteris based upon individual
practice and in particular a section on Bier Block regional
anaesthesia for the reduction of limb fractures using
Lignocaine at a dose of 3 mg/kg could not be considered
standard practice, particularly by an inexperienced SHO.
Since it is clearly aimed at that particular audience, I have
gatheredtheviews ofmyownA&ESHOs. Allfoundthebook
readable, one describing its style as "like a novel". The
consensus view was that the book would be useful in the on-
call room as general reading, but not suitable for the white
coatpocket. Inparticularthesectionsonfracturemanagement
were commended as being comprehensive and useful.
This text is a useful resource for those whose practice may
involve the assessmentortreatmentofinjuredchildren andas
such wouldbe valuable reading for anA&E SHO. Because of
its style and size it is not a rapid reference guide but rather
shouldbeviewedaspreparatoryreading.Thosecontemplating
the purchase of this book should also consider Paediatric
Emergencies by Beattie, Hendry & Duguid (Mosney Wolfe,
1997: ISBN 0 7234 1673 7).
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Autoimmunity owes much to endocrinology for helping to
clarify and establish this basic principle of disease
pathogenesis which has subsequently been realised to be
applicable to many other diseases. Equally, as a concept, it
has continued to provide a tantalising research challenge to
immunologist, geneticist and clinician alike. Undoubtedly
we have come a long way over the last four decades since
autoimmunity was postulated as the aetiological agent in
experimental and human autoimmune thyroiditis, and since
theformaldocumentation ofinsulitis in shortduration IDDM
patients in 1965.
This book seeks to present advances in our understanding of
the immunology of endocrine autoimmunity within the
frameworkofacoherentandcohesivetextnotreadilyavailable
from other single sources. It deals primarily with two major
endocrine disorders: thyroid disease and type 1 diabetes
mellitus. Under thyroid disorders, there is an initial chapter
on animal models of autoimmune thyroiditis followed by
chapters on thyroid autoantigens, autoimmune autoantigens,
Graves' disease,postpartumthyroiditisandthyroid-associated
exophthalmopathy. Discussion on diabetes focuses around
beta cell antigens and the aetiology and pathogenesis oftype
1 diabetes. Ofconsiderable interest are 5 remaining chapters
onrathermoremiscellaneous conditions includingAddison's
diseaseandrelatedpolyglandularendocrinopathies, premature
ovarian failure, pituitary autoimmunity, pernicious anaemia
and vitiligo. In each chapter, the aetiology, pathogenesis and
treatment are discussed in detail. The book clearly highlights
some of the more problematic areas such as thyroid
exophthalmopathy, treatment ofwhich mustbeaccompanied
by elucidation of disease pathogenesis.
Does the book succeed in its goals? It certainly provides an
authoritative and informative update on a variety of
immunologically mediated diseases by a series ofrespected
national and international authors. Every chapter in the book
discusses new developments, but they also clearly define
limits of knowledge. Within a single volume it offers
information which would only otherwise be obtained with
difficulty and much searching of the literature. Perhaps the
photographs could have been improved and presented in
colourasthequalityofmicrographs, X-rays andbardiagrams
is poor. An additional chapter on methodological pitfalls in
interpretation of laboratory assays caused by interfering
proteins such as thyroid assays and macroprolactin would
have been helpful.
The book is a reference tool for a library or departmental
bookshelfrather than perhaps a personal collection. It is one
of a planned series of books covering specialist areas of
medicine with diseases of immunological importance and
aiming to provide a continuous update over a 4 year cycle. It
may be that a CD ROM tool would facilitate this learning. I
have no doubt however that the editors will succeed in their
goals.
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